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Ban on Residential Burning of Limbs and Leaves 
in Unincorporated Parts of Montgomery County 
has been Lifted   

August 22, 2022 

All other burning must follow applicable state law.  
Garbage burning prohibited in subdivisions or on 
less than 5 acres. 

Recent rainfall has reduced our wildfire risk in Montgomery County, allowing for the 
lifting of the ban on residential burning of limbs and leaves, effective immediately  

While this limited restriction on residential burning has been lifted, most other burning 
remains prohibited year round.  State law prohibits the burning on household garbage or 
man-made rubbish in County subdivisions or on lots less than 5 acres.  Most cities and 
The Woodlands Township have local burning restrictions as well and it is the 
responsibility of homeowners to know the rules before they burn.  Fines can range as 
high as $2000 depending on the jurisdiction.   

Again under State Law, all commercial burning is prohibited and all commercial refuse 
must be properly disposed of.  Land clearing debris may not be disposed of by burning on 
the surface of the ground.  Montgomery County, as is most of the Houston area, is 
classified as “Non-Attainment” for air quality, requiring alternative methods for disposal 
of land clearing debris.   

Options for Disposal of Land Clearing Debris 

• Tree debris may be taken to a properly permitted recycling facility or landfill 

• Mechanical chipping or mulching 

• Air Curtain Incinerator permitted through TCEQ  

 

 

Montgomery County 
Fire Marshal's Office 
501 N. Thompson, 
Conroe, TX 77301 

For Details, Contact Jimmy Williams 
     Fire Marshal 

Phone (936) 538-8288 
Fax # (936) 538-8277 

Email: jimmy.williams@mctx.org 
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For more information click on the links. 

English   

https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/d6bb82b8-5ac8-48ab-81e8-
53f0e323a692/outdoor_burning_guide_general_public_english.pdf 

Spanish   

 https://www.h-gac.com/getmedia/459014b4-c774-4ddb-aaf4-
b8e3b40f9b10/outdoor_burning_guide_general_public_spanish.pdf 

 

 

 

  


